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Welcome letter from Conference Chair: 

 

Welcome to San Francisco and the 2014 American Adoption Congress conference. Our theme “Building Bridges for Change” reflects 

the beautiful city by the bay and the landscape of adoption in this rapidly changing world.  We will explore many of the aspects of these 

changes during this, our thirty fifth conference in film, keynotes, and workshops. You may not share the experiences of some of our 

presenters, and may not agree with all the diverse opinions shared. We ask only that you treat one another with respect and courtesy. 

The AAC conferences are places of healing and safety, where we can share feelings and thoughts not readily understood by those 

untouched by adoption. It is up to all attendees to manage their behavior so we all can feel safe. Thanks for your cooperation. 

On a personal note I am delighted to be back on the AAC Board of Directors and to serve the AAC community as Conference Chair. I 

look forward to renewing old relationships and forging new ones in one of my very favorite cities. See you in April. 

 

Friday, April 11, 2014 is Professional Day! 

We are offering a full day of programming that presents current thinking on a large range of topics. Join fellow professionals from the 

Bay Area and from across the country for an exciting day of keynotes, panel presentations, workshops, and luncheon speakers. There 

will be many opportunities for attendees to network, share materials they may wish to distribute, and begin new and rewarding 

relationships for the future. 

NASW CEUs will be offered for the entire conference for those licensed outside of California.  

Six hours of continuing education credit will be available for Psychologists from all states and LCSWs, LEPs, LPCs, LPCCs, MFTs, 
NCCs, EAPs, and Nurses that attend select workshops on the conference's "Professional Day" on Friday, April 11, 2014. 100% 
attendance will be required to receive a CE certificate. Continuing education credit is being provided by Psycho-Legal Associates, Inc.  

Art at the Conference 

The AAC will be celebrating the art of those touched by adoption as one exciting component of this year's conference. There will be an 

ongoing hands on expressive arts workshop as well as an art exhibition. We will also have an art reception Friday night. Deadline to 

submit art is January 31st. For more info, go to:  https://aacart.submittable.com/submit 

  

https://aacart.submittable.com/submit


Conference Details 

Dates 

Wednesday, April 9, 2014 4:00 PM through Sunday, April 13, 2014 at noon 

Full Conference and Professional Day registrations are available. For one day pricing, contact aacmembership@gmail.com 

Conference Chair 

Eileen McQuade 

Accommodations 

Parc 55 Wyndham San Francisco – Union Square 

55 Cyril Magnin Street San Francisco CA 94102 

 

Special Conference Group Rate 

$139 per night. An additional fee of $20 will be charged per person for triple and quadruple occupancy.  

Guest room internet is included in this rate. 

Hotel will accept reservations at the group rate of $139 three days pre/post event based on room/rate availability. 

To obtain the AAC special conference group rate, you must be registered for the conference. 

Reservations for conference attendees must be received on or before March 14, 2014. 

Once your conference registration is complete, you will be directed to the hotel reservation site to make your hotel reservation.      
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Wednesday April 9, 2014 

 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

 5:30pm – 
7:00 pm 

Roberta MacDonald 
Pam Hasegawa 
Lisa Vitorri 

Conference 101 This is an interactive event to help those new to AAC 
conferences get to know one another, board members and 
state representatives. It will help attendees to develop a 
deeper awareness of varying points of view shared during 
the conference.  We will discuss ways to help those new to 
stay grounded and present when emotions are stirred. 

 8:30 pm – 
10:00 pm 

Zara Phillips Beneath My Father’s Sky After her adoptive mother dies and she's left to care for an 
adoptive father who was never there for her, Zara takes a 
dream-like journey that brings her face-to-face with the 
biological father she's always longed to know and the sister 
who was never born. 

 

  



Thursday April 10, 2014 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

 7:30 am – 
8:15 am 

 Yoga  

KEYNOTE 9:00 am – 
10:30 am 

Lisa Marie Rollins The Poetics of Transracial Adoption: Adoptee 
Justice, Writing and Healing 

On Final Brochure 

100 
SERIES 

11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

 

101 11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

Pam Kroskie 
Sherrie Eldridge 

'I've Got A Voice, Too!' 
Tips for Really Listening to Your Adopted Child 

Parents, how would you like to be like a fly on the wall and 
hear an intimate conversation between two adult adoptees? 
The result? You'll be able to connect on a deeper level of 
communication with your adopted child. The speakers will 
cover these topics: 
1. Please Hear My Voice 
2. Please Respect My Sensitivities 
3. Please Draw Me Out Through the Right Questions 

102 11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

Etta Lappen Davis Beyond Headlines: The good , The bad, and 
The ugly 

Recent tragic cases in the news - dissolutions, abuse, 
deaths of children at the hands of their adoptive-foster 
parents - are more than sensational headlines. We will 
explore how crisis cases are opportunities to learn from 
errors, and to make needed improvements to adoption and 
foster care services.   

103 11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

Nicole Burton 
Sarah Burns 
David Campbell 
Leslie Pate 
Mackinnon 

Doubly Blessed: Transformative Recovery 
Skills for the Adoption Constellation 

Relationships in adoption are made oh-so-more 
complicated when birth and adoptive family members turn 
to drugs and alcohol to self-medicate. But help is available 
through recovery programs for the family and friends of 
alcoholics and addicts. Come find resources and hear the 
stories of those who've transformed this extra dose of 
abandonment into a source of growth and happiness. (This 
session will not be recorded to protect privacy.) 

104 11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

Matt Potter 
Seth Wayman 

Bad Search Outcomes:  Regret, Resentment 
or Growth Opportunities? 

Searching for family can lead to tragic or disempowering 
discoveries, such as death or rejection.  This workshop 
seeks to offer comfort and encouragement to those coping 
with the profound anger and-or grief that resulted from 
unexpected and painful (yet, tragically, all too common) 
search outcomes. 

 

  



 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

105 11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

Alana Newman 
Bill Cordray 

Donor Conception Issues: Secrecy, 
Anonymity, Search, Ethics 

Issues donor conceived people share with adopted people. 
The impacts of secrecy, anonymity, social injustice, lack of 
access to records, and ethical questions in family 
dynamics. 

106 11:00 am – 
12:15 pm 

Cathy Heslin 
Kate Power 

Long-term Reunion: What Happens when the 
Honeymoon's Over? 

A birthmother and adoptee whom have been in reunion for 
over twenty years give their perspectives on long-term 
reunion. What were the biggest challenges and the biggest 
rewards? What is something that the adoptee and the 
birthmother wish they knew before going into reunion? Most 
importantly, is it worth it? 

KEYNOTE 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

John Raible Transforming the ‘Triple Whammy’ of 
Oppression: TRAs are on the move! 

On Final Brochure 

200 
SERIES 

3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

 

201 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Beth Jaffe The Adoption Mandala: A Tool For 
All 

This hands-on workshop gives participants a beautiful 
overview of mandalas and the Adoption Mandala creative 
process. Using a specific form of art therapy centered in 
self-realization and radiating mature relationship with all in 
the big picture of life, everyone in the adoption constellation 
is welcome to watch or create. 

202 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Robin Pope Oregon Leads the Way to Open 
Adoption Records 

Come learn how a diverse group of stakeholders came 
together to address a hot button issue ...oOpening up 
adoption records ... and ended up agreeing to change the 
default in Oregon from severely limited access to open 
access for stakeholders. Our consensus backed legislation, 
SB 623, passed on the first try. 

203 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Patrick McMahon Coming Out Again: The Experience 
of LGBT Adoptee 

The unique added dimension of being gay in the adoption 
experience will be explored in this workshop. Being both 
gay and adopted impacts formation of identity, the search 
and reunion journey, and the level of sensitivity to 
alienation, rejection, and abandonment. We will explore the 
feelings, issues and risks involved in coming out to families 
of origin, as well as ways to direct unresolved feelings of 
anger, shame and loss toward positive action and healing. 

 

  



 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

204 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Susan Ito The Healing Work of Forgiveness: A 
Writing Practice 

What spaces of unforgiving are we holding onto in our 
hearts, and why? What is the toxic impact of resentment 
and blame in our emotional life? What tools do we need to 
develop to encourage healing and forgiveness in our own 
hearts as well as supporting our journey toward greater 
emotional freedom from past hurts? Join Susan Ito for a 
guided writing and mindfulness workshop to explore the 
work of forgiveness. 

205 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Vanessa Flores Waite 
Connie Lynn Gray 
Mary Edna Wilson  
2014 Spokeo award winners 

Search and Reunion: Ask an Angel A panel of expert search volunteers discuss search and 
reunion. This is a safe environment to ask questions about 
beginning a search yourself or working with a search angel. 
Discussion will also include preparing yourself for the 
emotional ups and downs of search and reunion as well as 
reflections and personal experiences. 

206 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Roberta MacDonald 
Cynthia McGuigan 

Expectations in Reunion The workshop will look at all of the following: What is a 
Reunion? Searching, Why do we Search? What are the 
rules of the game? What are our fantasy reunions like? 
What is it we Expect to Find? Can we search and go into a 
reunion without fantasies or expectations? Where or Who 
do we turn to when reunion doesn't work out? 

 5:00 pm –  
6:30 pm 

 Support Groups  

 6:30 pm –  
8:30 pm 

 State Representative Dinner  

 8:45 pm – 
10:00 pm 

 FILM: Closure Angela, an African-American, was raised by a Caucasian 
couple in a large, multiracial family in Washington state, 
She was adopted at the age of one from foster care in the 
state of Tennessee, under the terms of a closed adoption. 
As Angela grew older it became apparent that the 
unanswered questions about her birth story would continue 
to haunt her if she did not attempt to find some answers.  

 10:00 pm – 
12:00 pm 

 FILM: Unlocking the Heart of 
Adoption 

Unlocking the Heart of Adoption chronicles the filmmaker’s 
journey as a birthmother interwoven with diverse personal 
stories of adoptees, birthparents and adoptive parents in 
both same race and transracial adoption. These stories 
span 70 years.   

 10:00 pm – 
12:00 am 

 Hospitality Suite  

 

 



Friday April 11, 2014 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

 7:30 am – 
8:15 am 

 Yoga  

KEYNOTE 9:00 am – 
10:30 am 

Leslie Mackinnon Professional Day Keynote: Bridge 
Over Troubled Waters;  Ordinary 
People Changing the World 

The last 40 years have ushered in huge changes in 
adoption, primarily 'post-adoption services.'  Now it is time 
to reform 'pre-adoptive services,' the most controversial and 
difficult aspect of adoption.  While keeping the 'best interest 
of the child' central, Leslie will focus on where it all begins; 
working with parents experiencing a crisis pregnancy. 

300 
SERIES 

10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

 

301 10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

Leslie Mackinnon Without Options, It's not a Choice How do professionals counsel women with unintended 
pregnancies?  Good practice dictates supplying information 
and resources that allow choice.  It is imperative that 
counselor’s use methods that employ a thorough decision-
making process and finally that they have sufficient 
information with which to provide informed consent.  Is it 
fair to call it 'voluntary' relinquishment if adoption is the only 
attainable outcome? 

302 10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

Krista McCoy Complex Mental Health Issues and 
Treatment In Adoption 

This workshop will address complex issues in adoption and 
possible treatment modalities for clinicians working with 
members of the adoption constellation. We will discuss 
some of the clinical issues often missed by professionals or 
misdiagnosed my mental health professionals.  This 
workshop will be interactive and engage participants in 
professional dialogue. 

303 10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

Michael Grand 
Monica Byrne 
Joyce Maguire Pavao 

The challenges of adult adoptees 
and first parents raising children. 

Does the adoption constellation extend to the children of 
adult adoptees and the non-adopted children of first 
parents? Does adoption affect the parenting of adult 
adoptees and first parents? This workshop will draw on the 
personal and professional experiences of the presenters to 
address these challenging questions. 

304 10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

Michele Hanna 
Chester Smith 
Mary O’Leary Wiley 
John Raible 

Problems with Current Adoption 
Training Programs 

This workshop focuses on "who is being trained and why?" 
and presents the need to modify current agency-based 
training models to meet the needs of psychotherapists in 
mental health settings. Panel members will discuss the 
need for more specific in-depth focus on the key clinical 
topics in the psychology of adoption 

  



 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

305 10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

Jean Provance Ethical and Historical Perspectives 
on Modern Adoption Practices 

This workshop explores historical adoption practices, 
modern gray and black market adoption practices and 
questions of child trafficking.  Case studies will lead to a 
discussion of the role of social workers in adoption practice 
through the perspective of the NASW Code of Ethics and 
the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child. 

306 10:45 am – 
12:00 Noon 

Karl Stenske Identifying Adoption Trauma Uncovering the psychological, physical and emotional 
impact of genetic separation and identifying adoption 
trauma response. Focusing on the separation from 
birthmother, birthfather, siblings and extended family; 
discussing how such trauma effects the nervous system 
resulting in emotional, psychological and relational 
difficulties and how those show themselves in client 
therapist relationships. 

 12:00 pm – 
1:30 pm 

 Regional Lunches, Professional 
Colloquium Lunch 

 

400 
SERIES 

1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

 

401 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

Adam Pertman The Latest and Greatest: What 
Research is Teaching Us about Best 
Practices 

New research by the Donaldson Adoption Institute provides 
important insights into critical adoption issues and best 
practices, including on intercountry adoption, access to 
OBCs, birth-first parents, LGBT families and positive 
identity formation, among others. 

402 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

Dr. Joyce Maguire Pavao How to Choose an Adoption 
Therapist 

There are many excellent and experienced therapists.  
Many people think that if they are adoptive parents, 
adopted persons, birth parents, or have worked with 
anyone –ever- in the adoption constellation that they are 
then competent to see all clients with adoption foundational 
issues. That is not true. 
This workshop will explore what is needed and will involve 
the audience in auditing their own experiences as they 
explore what they need to know in order to find the best 
possible help for themselves, their children, or their 
colleagues. 

   



Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

403 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

Kris Probasco 
Thomas Rector 

The Science of Secrecy Adopted and donor conceived people face many of the 
same unanswered questions:  'Who am I and where do I 
belong?'  These questions result in behaviors which affect 
attachment and/or create trauma, but more importantly are 
internalized by secrecy.  This workshop will present the 
historical connections and similarities between adoption 
and donor conception with their common thread of secrecy 
and anonymity. 

404 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

Judy Foster 
Donna LoBue 
Megan LoBue 

Three generations: Relinquishment, 
Adoption, Reunion and Beyond 

The dynamics of relinquishment, adoption and reunion 
profoundly affect all members of the family.  A 17-year old 
girl’s decision not to marry but relinquish her daughter to 
adoption leads to a search and reunion with her daughter 
and family thirty-seven years later.  Now in reunion 15 
years, the entire family shares a special, evolving 
relationship. 

This workshop does not qualify for CA CEUs 

405 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

Jeanette Yoffee Groundbreaking Interventions for 
Working with Foster/Adopted Youth 
and their Families 

This training is designed to familiarize participants with new 
and imaginative ways for working with traumatized children 
in foster care and adoption and their families. Participants 
will be provided with a wide variety of play-based 
methodologies and interventions that have proven 
successful in working with children over the age of five in 
foster care and adoption.  
This workshop does not qualify for CA CEUs 

406 1:30 pm – 
2:45 pm 

Delores Teller The House That Shame Built: How 
Long Must We Live There? 

This workshop will explore the persistence of the shaming 
narrative surrounding women who have relinquished 
children. A review of systems that shape this ideology will 
be defined with a challenge to the post adoption 
community/relinquishing mothers to stop reinforcing this 
negative narrative. 

 

  



 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

500 
SERIES 

3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

 

501 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Mary O’Leary Wiley 
David Leonard 

Exploring Adoptee Identity: Myths, 
Realities, and Created Fictions 

Adoptees create their own identities throughout life. These 
include a complex blend of adoptive, birth, adoptee and 
individual identities. Identity concepts will be presented 
including how identity can be strengthened throughout life. 
David and Mary are both adoptees in reunion and will share 
their individual experiences and how these impacted their 
identities. 

502 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Jeannine Zoppi Creating Space for Birth Fathers in 
Adoption Stories 

Birth fathers, even if unknown, shape the lives of adopted 
children. All adoptees develop fantasies, which are 
imaginative stories about their birth fathers. This workshop 
will discuss the importance of birth father fantasies on 
attachment and identity development of adoptees and will 
teach adoptive parents and adoption professionals how to 
co-create an adoption narrative that includes the birth 
father. 

503 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Suzanne Engelberg The Transracial Adoptee Experience Meet with other transracial adoptees to discuss the 
experience of being a person of color raised by white 
parents.  This session is facilitated by a white psychologist 
who will share preliminary results from her research 
interviewing transracial adoptees about their childhood 
experiences.  This session will not be recorded. 

504 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Janine Baer A Lesbian-Feminist View of Adoption In the 1970s and 1980s, lesbians and gay men were 
fighting for the right to become parents and to retain 
custody of their own children.  Concurrently, adoptees and 
first parents increasingly gave voice to their own 
experiences.  Learn the history about how a newsletter built 
bridges between two political movements. 

505 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

April Topfer 
Jane CalBreath                         
Malcolm Pearson                       
Bob Crowe 

Recognizing PACER's 35 year 
Legacy in Northern California 

Former Presidents of PACER will answer a Q & A 
moderated by the current PACER President. Panel 
members will share their past experiences, the history of 
PACER, and PACER's past advocacy work to open CA 
records. What can we glean from PACER's past to help 
move PACER forward into the future? 

 

  



 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

506 3:15 pm – 
4:30 pm 

Nancy Verrier Accomplishing Emotional 
Regulation:   From Reaction to 
Response 

Early childhood trauma can cause negative behaviors 
which undermine relationships. Learn how to change 
reactions to thoughtful responses when faced with 
perceptions of disappointment, criticism or fear of 
connection. 

 5:00 pm – 
6:30 pm 

 Support Groups  
 

  Patrick McMahon 
Penny Callahan Partridge 
 

Open Mic All are invited to come share five minutes worth of 
something they'd like to read or otherwise perform. 

 7:30 pm – 
8:30 pm 

 ART RECEPTION  

 8:45 pm – 
10:30 pm 

 Film – Father Unknown When David Quint and his estranged father Urban boarded 
a plane for Switzerland to confront a mystery that had 
haunted their family for generations, they had no way of 
knowing what the next ten days would hold. A series of 
extraordinary events was captured by David’s camera 
phone, while it happened.  

 10:45 pm – 
12:00 am 

 Hospitality Suite  

 

 

  



Saturday April 12, 2014 

Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

     

 7:30 am – 
8:15 am 

 Yoga  

KEYNOTE 8:45 am – 
10:15 am 

Rickie Solinger Who Qualifies for Motherhood in the 
United States - and Who Does Not? 
How Answers Have Changed Over 
Time 
 

On Final Brochure 

600 
SERIES 

10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

 

601 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

Pekitta Tynes One Shoe Does Not Fit All – Part 2 A professional comedienne, an adoptee, a foster child, and 
a foundling uses humor to tell stories about being adopted 
and the continued search for her biological parents and 
finding relatives after 30+ years of searching.  A brief recap 
of workshop (Part 1) will bring attendees current.  Come 
and find the inspiration to know one shoe does not fit all!  
This workshop will open for Q&A. 

602 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

Phyllis Lowinger 
Zara Phillips 

Infertility: Its Impact on Adoptive 
Families A Dual Perspective from an 
Adoptive Person and Adoptive Mom-
Adoption Professional 

Infertility is a complicated loss that affects every aspect of 
an individual life. Adoption does not solve the losses of 
infertility. Adoption is a solution to parenting. This workshop 
will include a segment of the documentary 'Adoption: We 
Can Do Better' titled 'Infertility: A Complicated Loss' 

603 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

Jean Strauss Push the On Button: The Importance 
of Documenting Our Life Stories 

The 'new literature' of the 21st century is film and the 
spoken word. This workshop will have two focuses: first, an 
examination of how film (and audio) are having an impact 
on legislative reform, and a discussion about the 
importance of documenting our stories. The second half of 
the session will be a mini-class on how to get started in 
documenting your own life stories, whether for film or 
podcast, and the venues that exist for outreach and impact. 

 

  



Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

604 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

Jamie Nagy Brick Wall Survivors:  How Rejection 
Alters Us 

Let's discuss what happens to us and how we survive when 
the birth family we find rejects and refuses us. Jamie, 
perhaps like you, ran into a brick wall in her search and 
reunion with almost every birth family member--including 
receiving papers from her birth dad's attorney for an 'ex 
parte' protection order and then facing him in court.  Join 
her to explore the wounds, the scars, and the healing 
process together. 

605 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

Monica Byrne 
Karen Lynn 

10+ Years into Reunion - The Roller 
Coaster Slows Down 

What are the unique challenges in normalizing lives of 
those in long-term reunions when there’s nothing normal 
about it. Two mothers who reconnected with a lost daughter 
and son over a decade ago invite you to a shared 
discussion of reflections, trials and solutions to the dilemma 
of reintegrating people, separated by adoption, into our 
lives and families. 

606 10:45 am – 
12:00 pm 

Marlene Fine 
Fern Johnson 

Privilege and Power in Interracial 
Adoption 

What are the unique challenges in normalizing lives of 
those in long-term reunions when there’s nothing normal 
about it. Two mothers who reconnected with a lost daughter 
and son over a decade ago invite you to a shared 
discussion of reflections, trials and solutions to the dilemma 
of reintegrating people, separated by adoption, into our 
lives and families. 

 12:15 pm – 
1:30 pm 

 AWARDS LUNCHEON  

700 
SERIES 

1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 

 

701 1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 
 

Rich Uhrlaub 
Brian Stanton 
Andrew Majkowicz 
Andrew Tash 

Male Adoptee Workshop Male adoptees have much in common with our female 
counterparts.  But if you ask our spouses, partners, 
siblings and parents by birth or adoption, we also face 
some very different challenges and inner dynamics. 
This year's workshop will be strategically integrated 
with the evening male adoptee support groups, and 
provide the opportunity to get to know each other in a 
safe setting, engage in some new activities, offer 
loved ones a glimpse into our lives, and still have 
plenty of "guys only" time on Thursday and 
Saturday.  Friday’s support group is open to spouses 
and family.  First timers are welcome! 

     

  



Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

702 1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 

Danielle Barnsley 
Kat Cooley 

Adoption's Dirty Secret: Coercion to 
Relinquishment 

What does coercion in adoption look like? What kind of 
intentional and unintentional pressures are women 
subjected to during their pregnancy? We’ll look at the 
tactics used by agencies, religion, media, and family to 
persuade a woman to relinquish her parental rights. We’ll 
also look at the long term impact relinquishment can have 
over the course of a woman’s life. 

703 1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 

Amy Cheney Acknowledging and Moving through 
the 7 Core Issues in Adoption to 
Empowerment 

Most members of the Adoption Triad have had real 
experiences of victimization through one or more of the 7 
core issues of adoption as identified by Kaplan and 
Silverstein in 1986. How does one move beyond this 
experience and gain a sense of agency, power, 
acceptance, grace, intimacy, personal control and overall 
sense of empowerment? This workshop will provide 
participants with an overview of the 7 Core Issues, and the 
proven steps to work and engage with them for personal 
empowerment. 

704 1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 

Betsie Norris 
Paul Schibbelhute 

Building Bridges in Adoption Reform 
Legislation 

Adult adoptee access to birth certificate legislation is a hot 
issue across the country. Many states have finally been 
successful in getting new laws passed, and many more are 
still working on it. What are the keys to legislative success? 
How do you recruit and maintain what may seem to be 
unlikely allies in our quest? Come, discuss, and learn. 

705 1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 

Denise Hoffman Generations within Genes: Do 
Genes Determine Our Destiny? 

Knowing one's genetic/health history is essential. Yet, 
knowing ancestral behavioral patterns, often held 
subconsciously, is even more essential. In this session, we 
will look at limiting conditioning patterns, and their potential 
for transformation. 

706 1:45 pm – 
3:00 pm 

Thomas C. Rector Open Adoption: A Parents Journey This workshop explains a father’s journey developing a 
methodology based upon current neuro scientific research 
and practical application of the Biosocial Cognition Model to 
open adoption. The model connects elements of a child’s 
behavior, environmental influences that affect the child, and 
hones a parent's ability to assess the child’s needs.  

  



Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

800 
SERIES 

3:00 pm – 
4:45 pm 

 

801 3:00 pm – 
4:45 pm 

Susan Dusza Guerra 
Leksander 

First Families: Relating With 
Integrity, Creating Opportunities For 
Connection 

Traditionally, the voice and perspective of first families has 
been excluded from the discourse on adoption. Adoptive 
parents may have conscious or unconscious biases, 
judgments and feelings about their child's first family. By 
cultivating more familiarity of what it means to be part of a 
first family, adoptive parents may be able to address their 
own blocks, which influence what's possible for their child. 

802 3:00 pm – 
4:45 pm 

Eileen Skahill On the Outside Looking In: Adoptee 
Perspectives on Reunion 
Relationships 

A presentation of research on the social contexts 
surrounding adoption with an emphasis on factors that 
impact the success or failure in reunions between adoptees 
and their natural siblings who are involved in long-term 
reunions. Information provided aides in understanding why 
adoptees choose to remain in reunion when those 
relationships can be difficult to manage and maintain. 

803 3:00 pm – 
4:45 pm 

Eilean Mackenzie The orphan and the crone: adoptees 
at midlife 

Midlife is typically a time of loss, reflection, and change. For 
the adoptee it can highlight issues of being twice born, 
unfinished business, and complex relationships. This 
workshop provides opportunity for sharing stories and 
creating a collage that symbolizes where we are at this 
stage of the journey. 

804 3:00 pm – 
4:45 pm 

Marilyn Waugh Searching and Finding Family on the 
Internet 

Reconnecting with family is possible if you utilize accurate, 
updated, user- friendly Internet sites.  Learn how to search 
reliable sites that are available to the general public free of 
charge or at a minimal cost.  This workshop, led by an 
experienced professional who has completed several 
thousand searches, will provide multiple handouts to 
participants. 

805 3:00 pm – 
4:45 pm 

Carol Welsh 
Ada Mitchell 

In Their Shoes: The Importance of 
Four P's 

Are you: Searching? Reunited? Stalled? Too Late? Afraid 
or Unsure? In this interactive workshop Carol teams up with 
her 90-year-old birthmother through a series of exercises to 
examine the importance of Purpose, Perspective, Planning 
and Patience in crafting and maintaining positive, healthy, 
relationships with all members of the constellation. 

  



Workshop 
Number 

Time Presenters Workshop Title Workshop Brief Description 

 5:00 pm – 
6:30 pm 

 Support Groups  

 8:00 pm – 
12:00 am 

 ENTERTAINEMNT & RECEPTION  

 

2014 Registration Rates 

Registration includes all films, performances, keynotes, and workshops.  Also included in the registration fee:  

 Breakfast on Friday and Saturday 

 Boxed lunch on Friday 

 Award lunch on Saturday 

 Reception on Saturday evening.  

Type Early 

1/15/2014 – 
2/28/2014 

 

Regular 

3/1/2014 – 
4/1/2014 

On Site 

4/9/2014 – 
4/10/2014 

Full Conf – Member $330.00 $355.00 $370.00 

Full Conf – Non Member $390.00 $415.00 $430.00 

Full Conf – Member – Senior $300.00 $325.00 $340.00 

Full Conf – Non Member - Senior $360.00 $385.00 $400.00 

 Professional Day – Member $145.00  $170.00 $185.00 

 Professional Day – Non -Member $170.00  $195.00 $210.00 

 

Contact Roberta MacDonald, the conference registrar, for custom rates for select days at aacmembership@gmail.com 

 

mailto:aacmembership@gmail.com

